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Virtuous Friendship the Guardian Angel of the human 
Charaéler. 


ET him, who is, at prefent, innocent and upright, but 
who has not attained to the full firmnefs of virtuous 
fecurity and fettlement, not only ftand at as remote a diftance 
as poflible from all evil and feducing communications, but let 
lim cultivate as much as poffible, an intimate connection with 
virtuous characters. 

By this means, he will, in the moft effectual manner, 
counteract all the caufes which operate to draw human 
Creatures to immoral condu@. Within that hallowed circle, 
his virtuous inclinations will be animated and confirmed by 
virtuous converfe, and will combat his contrary propenfities 
with a continually inercafing force: There, the perpetual 
prefence and amiable cxpreflions of virtue will keep up, by the 
power of contraft, that deteflation of vicc, which the con- 
tinual recurrence of it in the conduct of furrounding fociety 
caufes to become fainter and fainter: ‘here, the frequent 
aflociations he will fee of fhining abilities with folid worth, 
will oppofe themfelves to the feductive and impofing operation 
upon his underftanding, of ornamented vice : There, pattiae 
lity to the virtuous perfon will endear the virtuous character; 
and there, fociety in virtue and in bonour will fpur a focial 
Fature to continue virtuous and honourable. Let him, then, 
that is folicitous to preferve his virtue put it under the protec- 
tion of virtuous friendfhip, That is the guardian angel of 
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the human charaGter ! That is the high fortrefs of the in« 
nocence, that is anxious to fecure itfelf from the aflaults of 
temptation ! 





NARRATIVE of DON PEDRO’ DE MENTIROSO, 
(Continued from Page 24.5, and concluded.) 


AVING learned among the neighbours the little hiftory 

of my family, and found that my father was ftill living, 

I took an opportunity to accoft him one evening as he fat 

under the fhhade of a vine grove poring over the Bible. And 

as [ knew the placidity of his temper, [ {poke to him in this 
free manner. 

Pilgrim, Tam forry, Sir, to fee you fo worn and infirm, 

Father, (After paufing a moment, he laid down the Bible 
and took off his fpeétacles.) I thank you, Mr. Pilgrim 
You are now fetting out on your pilgrimage, but | have nearly 
paffed through mine ; and I with you may not find the tedious 
road fo rugged as I have found it. 

P. Be eflored, Sir, I alfo have had my pilgrimage, and have 
not travelled thus far through flowery paths. 

F. No doubt, friend; ** Man is born unto trouble, as the 
fparks fly upward.” 

P. Itis now above twenty years fince I faw youlaft : How 
worn! how changed !— 

F, Others have told me the fame. It is not: time alone, 
however, that has wrought the change; affliction and difap- 
pointment have confpired. About the time you mention I tas 
the happieft man in Portegal, Thefe hairs were then black; 
but fince they have been drenched in forrow, and it has dyed 
them grey ;—forrow, which I muft ever cherifh, for an affece 
tionate wife and hopeful offspring, who are no more ! they 
have funk into the grave, and left me, like yonder drooping 
cyprus bereft of its foliage, withered and forlorn, ready to fink 
with the firft blaft. 

P. Since Heaven ordained it fo, we fhould not repine. 
I knew your eldett fon, I hope he is living ? 

F, Alas! he fella victim to my folly and his own at Lifbon 
He gave into the vices of that city, which brought on his 
diffolution ; and my fecond fos died foon afver in bis convent. 

P. Your fon Pedro, lL hope— 


F. Pray, 





ea ef eS £2 eo Oe eee Oh 


— a Fe oo 


= - 


ite 
of 


ory 
ney 
fat 
ind 
his 


ble 


im. 


rly 
Dus 
ve 
the 
ow 
ne, 
ip= 
as 
red 


Ce 
ey 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 263 


F, Pray, friend, do not mention him—His fate refts heavier 
upon my heart than that of all thereft. I was acceflary to his 
death ; Providence, however, has protracted my days, to atone 
for that crime with the tears of repentance. 

P. Are you certain, Sir that he is dead ! 

F. Dead he certainly is, for I have not heard of him thefe 
two-and-twenty years paft. 

P. That is no proof, Sir; do not defpair ; he may ftill be 
living. 1 have feenhim later than the time you mention. 

F. Ah! Mr. Pilgrim, I have paft the age of credulity; all 
earthly hopes are extinguithed in me, and are not to be re- 
vived ; do not mock an unfortunate old man. 

P. 1 do not tell a faliehood; 1 call St. James to witncfs, 
whofe habit I wear. 

(Upon this the old man rofe from his feat, and laid his hand 
upon my fhoulder faying) * Haften then, I befeech you, re- 
late tome what you know of him, and you will heal my bleed- 
ing heart.” 

P. For the prefent let it fuffice to fay, that you need be 
under no apprehenfion for the fafety of your fon Pedro; nay, 
ere long you fhall fee him. J have been his companion over a 
great part of the globe, and aconftant fharer of his various 
fortune, amid icenes of difficulty and woe; which he com- 
bated, under the proteStion of Heaven, with the manly forti- 
tude of a Chriftian gentleman. 

AsI pronounced thefe words, atranfient joy beamed from 
the old man’s eyes 5 he took me by the hand, faying, “ Mott 
pious pilgrim, you have travelled, | perceive, to fome purpote ; 
far at leait in the regions of the human heart. You have 
explored the fabulous world, whence you have returned 
fraught with amulfing tales; but they are fuch tales as pleafe 
old age funk intochildhood. 1 thall therefore be glad to hear 
the remainder of your romance; but you fecmed fatigued, 
and in need of refrefhment; come with me.” 

The moment | entered the once cheerful manfion, the re- 
membrance of my mother and brothers rufhed upon my 
imagination ; | ftrove to reprefs my grief, butin vain; nature 
enforced her tribute in a flood of tears. The good old man 
feeing this, put his handkerchief to his face and alfo wept. 

I now longed to remove the weight which prefled fo heavy 
upon his mind 5 apprehenfive, however, that his feeble ftate 
could not bear the fudden tranfition, I waited to unfold the 
matter by degrees. “Toward the conclufion of my narrative, 
J had the jatisfaction to find his incredulity began to give way, 
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infomuch that he exclaimed, “*>Verily thou haftifeen my fon; 
bat I ihail-fee him no more.??+- Pardon me, Sir,’?faid I, 
“ you-fhall fee him.”—* 1 know I fhall,’’ quottr he,: * but 
not on earth !” 

Night approa*hed, » I thanked him for his hofpitality, and 
rofe to take leave till mornings *doqping, i in the mean time, to 
devile fome proper mode of recognition. But be placed him» 
felf antwenes me aud the door, faying, “ Friend, you .mutt 
not go; ftay with mie as long as your religious obligation will 
permit you to remain ‘at Ponta de Lima, and the repetition of 
your narrative will amply repay your lodging. So. faying, he 
ere ine toa bed«chamber where I retired after :fupper. 


fiw broken flumbers L pafled the night; fometimes ‘mufing 
on the _ interview, fometimes brooding. omtties hapleis 


fate of Leonora. In this ftate I beheld a reverend figure; ina 
fable ‘mantie, ftealing into my rowm, with a. darkcdanthoro-in 
one hand and a crucifix in the other. | Soft and flow ‘it ad- 
vanced to the bed-fide, kneeled and praved; then. gently 
taking my hand bathed it with tears. I was now canvinced it 
was no fupernatural vifitation. ‘ Pray,” faidl, “ who art 
thou ?” Hereplied, “ Fear not, worthy ftran ger, I am Sebaf- 
tian de Mentirofo. A vifion hath jult appeared unto me as 
I lay in bed, faying, ¢ Arife,and embrace thy long loft fon ;’ 
wherefore I come hither, and do henceforth adopt thee as my 
fon, Wilt thou ftay, and confole me to the grave ?” 

By this time the warbling of the feathered tribe, under the 
window: of my apartment, proclaimed the return of day. 
After difpatehing the fervant to call in fome aged neighbours, 
I haftened to an adjacent convent, and developed te affair to 
the prior and two other priors. “They accompanied me to the 
houfe. I proftrated myfelf at my father’s feet. He viewed 
me attentively ; and having recollected or conceived fome 
family refemblance,-a tear flarted ; he threw himielf on my 
neck, aud remained {peechlefs. As foonas he recovered the 
power of uttcrance, he exclaimed, in. the words of old 
Simeon, * Lord, now letiett thou thy fervant depart ia peace, 
for mine eyes have feen thy falvation.” 

Having offered up folemn thanks to Heaven for the recovery 
of his fon, the old gentieman and his friends thought of 
nothing but rejoicing and feafting. 1, however, did not forget 
the vow I made on the defolate ciiffs of Sanaga to the manes 
of Leonora, and would have retired into a convent if my 
father’s exittence did not depend upon my fociety, At all 
events, I could not difpente with the promife I had made at the 
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grave ef Honoriusy which’ was to go ona pilgrimage to St. 
Jagode Comp: fella, on,my arcivaiin Portugal. My father 
having infifted upon, accempai f ye fet out on our 
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and deeply veiled, was fenfibiy affected by the words; and the 
company was no lefs affected at the tears that involuntatily 
tritkled down her beautiful face. The gentlewoman of the 
houie afked me a favour in ber behalf, namely, to permit her 
tokuis the crois that hune epon my breaft.—I approached the 
fairs ’ fic to her; the viewed it with great 
earne sanfed,— j me, then at the crofs;— 
amazed and avitated fhe turned it with trembling hand, and 
upon feeing the werd leonora engraved on the reverie, fhe 
icreamed, and fainted away ia my arms.——~ 

“ Pray, moft reverend father,” (addreffinge himfelf to the 
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prior) ** patt thou ever felt the pangs of {piritual love? Hatt 
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ou ever conceived the joys that pervade the fouls of juft men 
I} Faradiie f Katt thy mind been at any time tr 
ion ? If thou canit- 
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ftole down the furrows of his aged face; he raifed up his eyes 
and hands, and in broken accents returned fervent thanks to 
Providence for having at the bounds of this life anticipated the 
joys of the next. 

As foon as the tender interchange of looks and fighs gave 
way to words, we began to relate our mutual adventures, 
Leonora’s was briefly this: The day after we were feparated, 
they were taken up by a Portuguefe thip returning from Rio 
Janeiro, and carried to Lifbon. “The humanity with which 
the Captain treated them fhould not be forgotten ; he hofpi- 
tably entertained them at his houfe, and furnifhed Leonora 
with money to purfue her journey to Madrid, where the has 
fince refided with her aunt Dona Maria de Gonfalez, till a few 
weeks before our interview, they came on a vifit to Com- 
poftella to an old Jady, a relation of her mother. In gratitude 
for the generous treatment fhe received from her ‘deliverer, 
I vowed not to fleep on a bed, nor cut off my beard, till I tra- 
velled barefoot to Lifbon to kifs the hand of the worthy Cap- 
tain who fnatched my Leonora from the waves. 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


(Continued from Page 249.) 


N the thirteenth century, the commencement of the firf | 


Tartar dynafty, a new plan was defigned for the principal 
part of the capital, thence called the Tartar city. It hasa 
parallelogramic form; and the four walls, which front the 


four cardinal points, include an area ot about fourteen fquare | 


miles, of which the palace, fituated in the centre, compriles 
within its yellow walls at leaft one {quare mile. The whole 
is computed to be one third Jarger than London, ‘The Chi- 
nefe city, fo named by way of diftinction, contains about nine 
fquare miles, the major part of which is not occupied by build- 





ings. Upon that part of it which is in cultivation is conitru@ed : 


the /en-nong-tan, or eminence of venerabic agriculturalilts, of 


which fociety the Emperor is the head, and direcis the plough » 


ence a year with his own hand. 
The walis of the Chinefe city, likewile, comprife two tem- 
ples; the one calied Tien. tan, or eminence of Heaven, having 


the word tie or heaven infcribed upon its principal building; . 


the other tee-tan, which is dedicatedto the earth, The fore 
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mer is round, in allufion to the arch of the heavenly firma- 
ment, as it appears to the eye; the latter is fquare, in con 
formity to the idea of the Chinefe, who believed this to be the 
figure of the earth. In the fummer folftice, the fun’s greateft 
heat, the Emperor comes in awful proceffion to pay obedience, 
and return thanks for its benign influence 3 and the like cere- 
mony, in the winter folftice, is performed in the temple of the 
earth ; but perfonification does not take place in either. 

This religious worfhip of heaven and earth is confined to 
the perfon of the Emperor, and for his accommodation it is 
performed at Pekin, where he annually appears abroad in {e- 
veral other magnificent proceffions, fuggetted from views of 
policy and religion. ‘Thefe ceremonies, which conftitute the 
chief public {petacles in that city, have been compared to 
thofe religious ones of his Holinefs at Rome, under the name 
of fonzioni. 

Riches in China confer but little importance and no power, 
and property without office is not always fecure. , There is no 
hereditary dignity to give it weight and pre-eminence. The 
{trong arm of power often falls more heavily upon the unpro= 
teed rich than upon the miferable poor, who having nothing 
to lofe are lefs obje&s of temptation. Excellence in learning 
alone conttitutes greatnefs, There are but three clafles of 
men in China; men of letters, from whom are chofen the 
mandarines; agriculturalifts ; and mechanics, including mere 
chants. In Pekin alone, fuch as by public examination are 
found to excel in the fciences of morality and government, 
as taught by the ancient Chinefe, are exalted to the higheft 
degree of literature, and elected by the Emperor to ail the 
civil offices of ftate, and tothe great tribunals of the empire, 
Mility rank is alfo conferred on fuch as, by competition, fur- 
pafs in military tactics and warlike exercifes. 

The feveral branches of a family refiding under one roof, and 
all dieting together, are enabled to live with greater economy ; 
yet the poor are fometimes compelled by neceffity to fubfitt 
on vegetable foed only, the price of labour not being always 
proportionate to the price of provifions, Marriage, therefore, 
among the poor, is a meafure of prudence, the fons being 
bound to fupport their parents; and as the cuftom of early 
Marriage is confidered in the light of a religious duty, an 
union takes place whenever there is the leaft profpeét of pro 
curing future fubfittence. In that view they are not always 
fuccefsful ; in which cafe their helplefs offspring are aban 
cored by the wretched authors of their exiftence. Supers 
{ition 
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ftition has lent her hand to fanétion the horrid deed, rendering 
it a holy offering to the fpirit of the adjoining river to throw 
an infant into it, previoufly attaching a gourd to its neck to 
prevent it from immediate drowning. 

In thefe cafes the Chinefe philofophers have Jeft parentat 
affcétion to the impulfe of nature, which, to maintain its aus 
thority, requires the force of early precept. Children are more 
frequently deferted than parents neglected, To ftreagthen 
the tendency to filial obedience, the laws of the art by 
way of punifhment, commit a man’s offspring to his own will 
and power ; and cuitom has rendered the notion fam iar that 
life only becomes truly valuable, and inattention to it really 
criminal, after it has exifted long enough to be endowed with 
reafon and fentiment; but that a faint glimmering exiftence 
may be allowed to be loft without feruple, though it cannot 
without reluctance. : 

Female infants, confidered as the lefs evil, are chiefly’ce- 
voted to this cruel facrifice, feeing that daughters become by 
Marriage a part of that family into which they pafs ; whereas 
the fons maintain and confole their own. Thole infants are 
expofed foon after birth, ere the mind or features catch paren 
tal affection. A few of them are {natched from the jaws of 
death by perforis appointed by the government to watch the 
tiver, which provides for thofe taken up alive, and buries thefe 
who had already expired. The miffionaries are alfo vi 
in this work of humanity, one of whom afferted, that upwar rds 
of two thoufand were thus annually expofed, of whom a very 
{mall proportion only was faved. “Pbey provided for as many 
as they could recover, and inftrufed them in tie principles of 
the Chriftian religion, 

The Embaffador was waited on by a senderks ne, high in 
ank, the evening before the embafly guit ed Ao | with a 
gracious meflage from the Emperor to inquire after his health, 
which he had heard had been lately affected ; ; adviting him to 
travel by eafy journeys into Tartary; and informing his Ex- 

cellency that accommodations would be prepared for him and 
fuite at the fame palaccs where his Imperial Majetty ftopped 
in his way to Zhe-hol. 

The Embaflador and moft of his fuite fet out from Pekin 
for Zhe-hol on the 2d of September, 1793, accompanied by 
the ufual number of Chinefe. His Excellency travelled in an 
Englith poft-chaife, in which he occafionally accommodated 
fume of the mandarines, At firft they were under great ape 
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prehenfions for its overturning ; but their fears foon fubfided, 
and gained it a decided preference over theic clumfy carriages. 

The land, as they pafled, feemed to be highly cultivated 5 
and its produce generally the fame as on the other fide of the 
city. One field adjoining the road attraQed particular notice, 
as from its regularity it {cemed to have been planted with a 
fpecies of the polygonum. The leaves being maccrated and 
prepared like thofe of the indigo plant, imparted a dye of a 
blue colour equal, or nearly fo, to that produced from indigo. 
It was faid, likewife, that a dye of a green colour was extracted 
from the buds and tender leaves of a {mall plant, of the fpe- 
cies of the colutea; that carmine was feldom ufed, as their 
fineft red was drawn from the carthamus ; and that the cups 
of the acorn ferved them to dye a black colour. 

Among the numerous tribe of indigenous plants, the Chi- 
nefe have found out, by accident or refearch, fuccedanea for 
many articles in the economy of life, which, otherwife, they 
would have becn obliged to obtain from foreign countries. — 
In lieu of pepper, they fubftitute the feeds of a fpecies of the 
fagara ; and an oil, little inferior to the olive, is extracted from 
the kernels of the apricot. But oil, for more ordinary pur- 
pofes, is drawn from the feeds of fefamum, of hemp, cotton, 
turnip, of a fpecies of mint, and of feveral other vegetables. 
A fpecies of cultivated momordica is found an excellent fub- 
ftitute for cucumbers ; they combine fhepherd’s purfe with 
their fallads ; and a carduus, as a reiifh, with their rice. In 
rearing filk-worms, the leaves of the ath are often given for 
thofe of the mulberry. They manufacture a kind of cloth 
from the fibres of a dead nettle ; and paper from the ftraw of 
rice, from filaments of hemp, and the bark of various vege-~ 
tables. 

Early in the firft day’s journey a river was croffed which, 
though narrow, was navigable for boats. ‘The courfe of this, 
and of the others in this tract, was to the fouth eaft. Goods 
of various kinds are brought down thefe rivers from the bor- 
ders of ‘T'artary ; and furs, the richeft of its produce, as well 
as charcoal, the chief fuel for culinary purpofes at Pekin, are 
conveyed thence onthe backs of dromedaries 5; animals which 
are fleeter and ftronger than camels, Sheep were defcried 
grazing upon the plains, having fhort flefhy tails, weighing 
feveral pounds—in high eftimation among Chinefe epicures. 

Having advanced about twenty miles in the country, the 
foil, in liew of rich loam which they had feen, now put ona 
fandy and more barren appearance. A few miles farther the 
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embafly reached the palace which completed their firft day’s 
tour. It was fityated at the bottom of a gentle hill, encam- 


pafled with a park and pleafure grounds. In its neighbour. . 


hood were fome mineral fprings, faid to be occafionally re- 
forted to by the Emperor, and thence called his baths. 

During their progres on the fecond day, the travellers ob- 
ferved feveral plantations of tobacco upon the Jow grounds. 
This article in the Weft Indies is cured in extenfive buyild- 
ings, here principally in the open air. It is hung upon cords 
to dry, under jittle apprehenfions of its leaves being injyred by 
rain, Smoking is not only yery prevalent with both fexes 
here, but this cuftam extends even to girls of nine of ten 
years old. . The fmoke of the tobacco is inhaled through bam- 
boo tubes. Its powder, too, is taken as fauff, as is likewile 
pulverifed cinnabar ; and opium and odoriferous gums are 
fometimes made ufe of for fmoking. 

Ig the couple of the third day, the route led through a {mall 
town, walled round, but withoyt cannon; yet there were 
troops ftationed for the protection of the public granasics, 
fome of whom were employed in sepairing the rgads. Thele, 
in many places, were fo fteep and rugged, that his Excellency, 
whofe carriage was forced to be.dragged empty over them, 
was at intervals conycyed in a palanguip, 

At the bottem of fame of thefe hills a river ran to the 
fouthward, over which there was g bridge ere&ted upon caif- 
fons of wattles or hurdles, filled with tones. Bridges of this 
kind, conftruéted at a trifling expence, ace the beft calculated 
for reGfting the torrents which, at times, ruth fuddenly and 
impetugufly from the ciccumambient precipices. The cail- 
fons, occalionally of varied dimenfigns, are Axed by perpen 
dicular {pars, whofe number and ftrength likewife vary accord- 
ing to the fpread of the river, or rapidity of its current, and 
planks, hurdjes, and gravel are placed over the whale. But in 
broad and navigable fireams the caiflon-work is interrupted, 
and Jarge flat-bottomed boats placed in the vacuums 

(To be coutinued,) 





4n OBSERVATION of LORD BACON. 


O man (fays Lord Bacon) can be fo ftraitened and op- 
prefled with bufinefs and an ative couric. of life, but 

he may have many vacant times of leifure, while he expects 
the retusns and tides of bufinefss The queftion is, how thefe 
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fhalt be filléd wp ? whether with ftudy and contemplation, or 
with fenfuality and pleafure ?—A iam diay be out of his bed 
for fixteen of the twenty-four hours: What might not be 
dorie in that time ? 





On the PRUDENCE of REMAINING at HOME. 


«s Now had thefe children been at home, &c. 
O.p Sonc. 


Yo th EDITOR. 

SIR, 

Lar geoe latély to be ina Company wherea gentléman was 

: the topic of convérfation, who lately loft his life’ in ate 
tempting to fave the life of a ranger. His condd& in this 
affair, L was forry to find, did not meet with thé approbation 
which it is caftomaty fo beftow on fuch heroi¢ ations. “One 
thought that he’had no’bufinefs to hazard his lifé for that of a 
perfon utterly unknown to hith, and who might, for aught hé 
knew, Be by diuch the leaft valuable of the Wo. Another cén- 
fared hith for the foothardinefs of the attétipt, whieh’ this ¢ritic 
obferved, had not the leaft probability of fuccéfs, A third 
obferved, chat his firft confideration ought to have’ béen’ that of 
hig ow family aiid friends, aind not to’ have brought diffréls and 
aiGtion upon thémy, for ché fake of a ftrdngéf whoai nobody 
Knew, 

Othet opinions, equally fagatious, were giver, aid fome- 
what differént thé one froti the othér, but all agreéing in this 
point, that felf-defénce was the firft pridciple of nature; the 
converfation was ended by an’ old Jady making fome very 
fhiéwd retmatks on che great benéfits and ufés of caution, 
which fhe coifirmed, by pofitively afférting, char if this gentlé- 
than had been at homid, or gone quietly adout his bufinéls when 
he faw the accidént, hé had not loft his life. 

It was in vain that I endéavolred to convince them, that, 
néxt to faving one’s oWa life by an’ extraordinary exertion of 
bravery, of even artifice, wa¥ that of faving the life of a fellow- 
creature ; that the latter happy event would, in my opinion, 
even afford more pleafure on reficCtion than the former, which 
is accompanied by feelings thatare rather of the tumultuous, 
and terrifying, than of the pleafing kind; that this gentleman 
could not be reckohed foolhardy, becaufe he merely attempted 
todo what hundreds had done before him with fuccefs; that he 

sos * ought 
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ought: therefore to be reckoned unfortunate rather.than .blame- 
worthy ;, that when he faw the ttranger in danger of. perithing, 
his mind was occupied with one object only, namely how to 
fave him; that he no doubt thought he could. atchieve this 
fuccefsfully, though with fome trouble ; and finally, that if his 
unhappy Tate tended to prevent fimilar attenipts, it might be 
hereafter the .occafion of very fatal effects, event’ to. fome: of 
the prefent company, who could not reafonably expect that 
any man would rifk his life to fave their’s, if all Kis reward 
confilted in being cenfured for a {fool and a madman, or at 
beft an impertinent fellow, who would not mind his own 
bufinefs. 

On my. return home, I fell into a kind of reverie or rhap- 
fody, or what you will, on the fubje& of our converfation, and 
on that kind of wifdom which many people difplay fo con- 
fpicuoully after an event isover. It occurred to me that I had 
often met with fages of this defcription, who feem to confider 
man as a free agent in all that happens to him, and whofe 
advice, if it were taken, would introduce a new order of 
things, and a new mode and fhape of fociety unheard of in 
the univerfe,and which would be followed by very extraordie 
nary confequences. 

This might be called the revolution of prudence, or the 
conftitution of caution. I apprehend that the firft great 
branch of its laws would be, that in order to avoid all accidents 
to which life and limb are expofed, every man fhould remain at 
home. It may be objected, indeed, that even ftaying at_home 
does not contribate ultimately to fave men’s lives, fince fo 
many thoufands die in their beds ; but then, although they die 
jn their beds, it may be anfwered, that they break their necks 
and legs moftly out of doors, and thatthe diforder which kills 
them at home, is contracted abroad. Remaining at home, 
therefore, would prevent an infinite variety of milchief, fach 
as falling down in the ftreets, having a fcaffold tumble on 
one’s head, being gored by anover-driven ox, robbed by pick- 
pockets, run over by carriages of different kinds, drowned by 
fliding on the ice, according to that admirable poem of ¢ 
three children: 


2 
Ne 


* Now had thefe children been at home, 
ii 4 idine o dew oroun 
Or fliding on dry ground, 
s¢ A hundred pounds to one penny, 
% They had not all been drowned.” 
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Many people have caught fatal colds at churches, and other 
public places, which could not have happened had they taken 
the above precaution, And befide what occurs ordinarily ia 
the frreets, to,thofe-whofe humble ftation in life requires them 
to walk, (which is accompanied with moft danger) are thofe 
gtandces, who ride in carriages abfolutely protected ? Have 
we never heard of a coach breaking down, of the horfes.run- 
ning away and dafhing both carriage, and paflengers.in pieces? 
And as to travellers, remote as they, may feem from the {caffolds 
of bricklayers, or the amufements of cattle-drivers, are they 
in perfect fafety ?. Are there no murderous thieves on the road, 
no. damp beds in the ians,:no crazy ftage coaches tumbling 
over precipices, no rivers deep and rapid which {wallow them 
up, no bridges which give way ,while they are upon them ? 

Bat what recommends, above.all, the domeflic prudence, is 
the nature and propertics of that vaft mafs of fluid called the 
fea. Dr. Johnfon defined afbip to be * a prifon with the 
chance of being drowned.” Aud fome very able:calculators 
have aflerted, thatthe fea covers uearly as many dead: as the 
land. But bow aftonithingly imprudent, foolifh, and mad, 
muft that man be whoexpoles himiclf to the fea ? Why, Sir, 
what does {uch aman do? He travels many hundred leagues, az 
five or fix miles anhour,on purpole to meet death, and.to mect 
it in the moft prepoftcrous and unreafonable manner, to meet 
it without its ulual accompanyment of a difeafe ? Is this wife ? 
Isthis becoming a rational and prudent creature ? Why, Sir, 
when a man, either from folly or by accident, runs into danger 
atland, he is among his friends who will extricate him, if it 
fhould happen to be very eafy, or they fhould happen to care, 
lefs about themfelves than avout him 5 but when expofed on 
the ocean, no friends near, no aiGftance within cail—verily, 
Sir, upon the principle of prudence, a commiflion of lunacy 
ought to be taken out againit the whole navy, merchantmen 
and all, When we hear of thipwrecks, of ihips blown up by 
accident, or defign (no matter which), of. boats overwhelmed, 
and thoulands perifbing, what is the inference? What is it 
that every man of prudence and circumfpection muit naturally 
conclude, but that if ihele people bad been at home, with their 
wives and families, no {uch accidents could have happened. 

The true way to avoid accidents and wisfurtunes, is to avoid 
the caufes of them, and thole caufvs being well known, it is in 
every perion’s power to apply tle remedy. Were this always 

done, how many evils and calamitics might se avoided? And 
Hany other argument, in favour of remaiiing at home, were 
necefiary, 
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néceflary, after the many cogent ones I have offered, it might 
be eafy to urgethat in the befdlling Of aécidents, there is n6 
reload? of perfons. The tile that is blown from’ the roof of a 
Houle, may kill a man’ whiéthér We Be going upon a good or a 
Bad erfatid, whether to pay titofiéy OF to receive ity whether td 
five aloié of fo take tithés’ Thé robber who ftops the 
paffenger on the highway, and takés ail his’ property frosty hit, 
sievetcorifiders whether that paffenger came by it honeftly of 
riot, whether -i¢ is' tits own! of if truft, whether a family, ot 
an hofpital; a fet of gamblers, of x gafig of {mugglers were ta 
be fupperted by it: Cartwheéls, untuly hortes, brickbats, and 
feaffolds; make rio-diftin&tions: Thé waves fwallow att alike; 
the Captain who fights for prothétion, and the failor wiio fights 
for pay. * Ais diéth the wife mati, fo alfo ttie fool.” Nothiig 
therefore cari be divte clear, uport thé principles of prudetice, 
than that rémadining at home is int every réfpe& and in every 
given'cafe, the moft fafe and fecuré aiéthod of preventing all 
aceidents which happen abroad, ‘ 

People, in général; | am awdré, have an averfion to’ fimnplé 
ahd innotent remedits: If a glafs of water, or a {podnful of 
milk, wodld cure a diforder, who is there’ that would not prée~ 
fer an expenfive and unknown mixture from the apothecat)’s 
fiop ? Remaining at home, thérefores is’ probably in diffepaté 
Becanfe it is a fimple mattét, in every pérfoni’s power. The 
celebrated Poor Robin advifts his readers, however, againt 
Kittle negleéis. “ For want of 2 nail; the fhoeé was lott ; for 
want of a fhoe, the horfe was loft’ ; and for want of a hotfs, 
the rider was loff, being éveftdken and flain by the enemy; 
all for want of a Tittle care aboat 2 Horfé-fhoe-nail.” And 
yet even this little néegle& would have fignified nothing, if che 
man had taken the little remedy propofed here, namely to re- 
thain at homie—a’ circumftancey which’! am rather (urprifed 
did not occur to the économicak author of that fainous piece 
of morality. 

Howevér much we may defpife the fag¢ cautian here re- 
commended, when we come’ to yeat's of maturity, we may all 
recolle& that our good mothers and aunts, infitted upor home’ 
as the afylum againft every danger. One of thé new phifo-’ 
fophers, therefore, will probatly arge that what is gobi policy 
in infan¢y mutt correfpond: with the fyfei of nature, and that 
horfes, carriages, and fhips, aré inventions of refinesitnt to 
paniper luxury arid depopulate the earth. } 

Before quitting this part of oy fabjeét, it may be neceMary 
to praife the Syltem of caution on duother a¢count, namely; 

© that 
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that.although owing to the obftinacy of mankiad many of 
them will not attend to it, it yet affords many others an ope 
portunity of difplaying a great deal of wifdom at a very little 
expence, and 2 great deal of forefight at a very Jittle ritk of 
being difappoiuted or difconcerted, When an accident hap- 
pens, like that of the unfortupate gentleman mentioned in 
the beginnigg of my letter, how. many people are there who 
eftablith a charaGter for wifdam, merely by fhowing in what 
various ways he might have efcaped the danger? Whena 
fcaffold falls down, and two or three workmen are killed, let 
us only wifely rele in how many ways this might have been 
preverted ; the men might have been at dinner when the ac- 

cideat happened, and then they would not haye heen killed ; 
the fcaftold might bave been conftructed more firmly, and thea 
it would not have fallen down; the workmen might have dife 
patched their bufinefs fooner, and then the fcaffald would noe 

have given way from too much wear and tear, &c. And 

I believe these aever was a gentleman unfortunate enough to 
be attacked by sebbers, who did aot meet with a fcore of ex 

th fatto Solomons, each of whom tald him of a difigrent 

mode, esther of efcaping the robbers, or faving his property— 

allof which, however conformable to the ftriét rules of pru- 

dence and circumfpeQion, muft ftill yield to the opinion of 

the old lady secosded above, that ** few accidems bappen 

abroad to thofe who ftay at home !” 

Thad indulged myfelf for fome time in-this shapfody on the 
advantages of wifldom, when it occurred to me, Mr. Editor, 
that if I pretumed to commit it to writing for infertion in your 
Entertainer, you would expe@ fome inferences to be drawn of 
amare ferious kind than the fubject has yet promifed. But 
Itru that your readers are by this time acquainted with the 
dift of my letter, and .that it is not neceflary tobe prolix in 
cenfuriag thofe, who would add the vexatious remarks of im 
pettinence and conceits, tothe real loffes of accident and mif- 
fortune. Nor will it be neceflary todo more than jutt to hint, 
how much wifer it is to encounter the common accurrences 
@f life, with a full confidence in the protecting aid of divine 

tovidence, than to truft to the paltry expedients of cowardice 
and impotence. A regard to our own iafety ts perfetiy com- 


patible with all the duties of life, and with aii its calls for cous 
hgeand experiment. Sympathy with the diftrefles of others, 
and active means to relicve thei, are among the beft feelings 
#1 moft incumbens duties impoled on us. ‘i hey are for the 


ood of the whole, and the zea! we dilplay for ethers is a fund 
upon 
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upon which we can draw with confidence, when in circums 
ftances of diftrcfs ourfelves. 

To point out with a fupercilious affetation of wifdom, the 
ways by which a man might avoid the danger into which he 
has fallen, is fuperfluous and impertinent. No man in his 
fenfes courts danger. If he meets it, while in the exercife of 
his lawful profeflion, or even while partaking of the innocent 
relaxations of a bufy life, he cannot be faid to ruth upon it, 
If we ufe caution where caution is obvioufly neceflary, we 
have done as much as can be expe@ted from us. But to live 
a life of fear, is to live a life of indolence and ufelefinefs,— 
No man, when he goes to fea, expec?s to be drowned, nor when 
he takes a journey, to be robbed. A. certain degree of cau- 
tion is neceffary, but man cannot be always cautious becaufe he 
cannot be always fufpicious. If our intentions are good, we 
may carry them into effe& with confidence; if our actions are 
virtuous, we may Continue them without fear. No man can 
die at a more fit feafon than in the difcharge of his duty ; but 
the man who negleéts his duty from motives that are felfith, mut 
be equally a ftranger to courage and to humanity. I am, &c, 





Remarkable Effett of Terror on a Canary Bird. 
[From Dr. Darwin’s Zoonomia. } 


O*% obferving a Canary bird, one morning, at the houfe of 
Mr. Harvey, near Tutbury, in Derbythire, 1 was told it 
always fainted away, when its cage was cleaned, and defired 
to fee the experiment, The cage being taken from the 
cicling, and its bottom drawn out, the bird began to tremble, 
and turned quite white about the root of his bill: He then 
opened his mouth as if for breath, and refpired quick, ftood 
ftraighter up on his perch, hung his wings, {pread his tail 
clofed his eyes, and appeared quite ftiff and cataleptic for neat 
half an hour, and at length with much trembling and deep 
refpirations came gradually to himfelf. 
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\ HILE the attention is employed, the remembrance of 
forrow dies awaye 
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SPECIMEN of ORTHOGRAPHY, 
Mr. 





Hav got aleter to in Form me thatI hav goot a hampear 
of win intended for you 3 Dofen and you To Do of mya 
[hav not on pack myn I will fend you the hamper to morow 
And ples to fend myn as myn is libel To be fefeddf fownd mor 
than the countay 


March the 5 1798 2 


. 








CHARACTER of LORD NORTH, 


[From Beliham’s Memoirs of the Reign of George III.] 


fA LTHOUGH Lord North’s notions of government evi- 

dently appeared of the high and Tory caft, his temper 
was mild, equable, and pleafant. His abilities, though by no 
means of the firft clafs, were far removed from contempt ; his 
knowledge of  bufinefs was extenfive, his integrity unim- 
peached; and though indolent and unenterpiifing by conftitu- 
tion, he was occasionally capable of refolute and perfevering 
exertion. It muft, however, be remarked, that a certain in- 
diftin@uels and confution of ideas unfortunately pervaded his 
general {yftem of thinking ; and though he feemed habitually 
to aim at the thing which was right, and often made a con{i- 
derable approach towards it, he aimoft invariably flopped fhort 
of the prue and geayine ftandard of political propriety, With 
the reputation of meaning well, therefore, he acquired the im- 
putation of indecifion and inftability ; and the general tenor 
of his adminiftration muft certainly be allowed to exhibit very 
few indications of energy, wifdom, or force of penctration. 
But the chara¢ter of this nobleman will be beft appteciated 
by pofterity, in contemplating that faithful portraiture of his 
= and conduct, which it is the province of hiftory to 
clinvate. 





Anfwer, by F Bradridge,of Dean Prior, ta WV. Maddick’s Chae 


. ~ wank i 2 
rade, nferted jarnkary 1. 


, i ‘HE wheels of time fly fwiftly ROUND, 
A new year is begun; 


Vou. XXXI, 2 ‘1 Our 
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Our HEAD confign’d to earth may be te 
Ere the next fitting fun. 
































§t§ We have received the like anfwer from J. Gidley, of 
Dean Prior; and R, Taylor, of Cargreen, 





Anfwer, by H.C. to F. 8. Field’s Charade, inferted Fanuary 8, 
A MIDST old Neptune’s vaft domain, 


Char ftands amongft the finny train; 
Man’s prying eye, and wide controul, 
Inlucky moment found out Coal; 
Thefe parts combin’d will quickly give, 
CHARCOAL whereby fome die, yet others live. 


*,* Wehave received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
J. Gidley, and J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior; Oedipus, of 
Yeovil; W. and T. Maddick, of Rattery; and T, Whicker, 
of Exeter. 





4 QUESTION, by @. of Saltafh, 


IVEN the fum of the hypothenufe and perpendicular of 

a right-angled triangle =85 one half, and the bafe = 

28 one half.—Required (without algebra) a theorem for find- 
ing the hypothenufe ? 





4 REBUS, by W. Harris, Funior, of Exeter. 
y= gents, firft name the god of Hell; 


A title next of Juno tell; 
Thirdly, the name of him impart 
* Who firft invented phyfic’s art ; 
The name of bim mutt be defery’d, 
Who firft De Winter’s fleet cfpied; 
A naval hero bring to mind 
Whole deeds in Britifh annals thine; 
An Engiith market town laft name, 
In Hampthire you will find the fame: 
Conne& the initials right with {peed, 
You'll find what I delight to read. 
9 POETRY. 














Jo a TUFT of VIOLETS. 
By Wititam Girrorp, Ef. 


WEET flow’rs, that from your humbie beds 
Thus prematurely dare to rife, 
And troaft your unprotected heads 
To cold Aquarian’s watry fkies : 


Retire, retire! Thefe tepid airs 
Are not the genial brood of May; 
That fun with light malignant glares, 
And flatters only to betray. 


* Stern winter's reign is not yet paft ;— 
of Lo, while your buds prepare to blow, 
ery Onicy pinions comes the blatt, 

And nips your root—and lays you low! 
Alas, for fach ungentle doom! 
"Bel But I will thield you, and fupply 
A kindlier foil on which to bloom— 

A nobier bed on which to die. 


of Come, then—ere yet the morning ray 
Has drunk the dew that gems your creft, 
cn And drawn your balmieft iweets away— 
d- Oh, come and grace my Anna’s breaft! 


Ye droop, fond flow’rs! but did ye know 
What worth, what goodnefs there refide, 

Your cups with livelieit tints would glow, 
And ipread their !eaves with conicious pride. 


For there has lib’ral nature join’d, 
Her riches to the ftores of art, 

And added to the vig’rous mind 
The foft, the fympathing heart. 


Come then—ere yet the morning ray . 
Has drunk the dew that gems your creft, 
And drawn your balmieft {weets avay— 
Oh, come, and grace my Anna’s breaft ! 
Oh! I fhould think—that fragrant bed 
Might [ but hope with you to fhare, 
Years of anxiety repaid— 
By ove fhort hour of tranfport there! 
More bleft than me, thus fhall ye ‘ive 
Your little day ; and, when ye die, 
Sweet flow’rs, the grateful mufe fhall give 
A verfe—the forrowing maid, a figh ! 
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While I, alas! no diftant date, 
Mix with the duit from whence Icame, 
Without a friend to weep my fate— 
Without a ftone to tell my name! 
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A NEW SONG, entitled Brave Britons Unite, 
[To the Tune of ** Poor Jack.’’] 


RAVE Britons unite, to repel a proud foe, 
Who prepares for an hoftile attack ; 
And let us with redoubled energy glow 
To ftrike thefe bafe Monfieurs a-back ! 
For, d’ye mind me, a Briton was ne’er known to flinch, 
Cr from their hage legions to fly! 
But ever with valour difpute the laft inch, 
Determin’d to conquer or die. 
Then let us refemble our anceftors brave, 
Of whofe courage fo often we fing ; 
Refolv’d our dear freedom and charters to fave, 
And nobly defend our good King. 


Did yoa hear their bombaftic palaver of late, 
Of their rafts, floating batt’ries, and fuch ; 

Should they dare to engage with an Englith iirft-rate, 
We’ll bang them as we late did the Dutch. 

E’en fhould they fteal over conceal’d in a milt, 
We will warmly receive them on hhore ; 

And make them acknowledge, if they dure refilt, 
That they ne’er heard fuch thunder before. 

Then be all unanimous, catt away care, 
Be ye valiant, and jovially fing, 

** We'll fight for our.rights, and prote& Britith fair ;” 
And chorus it ** Long live the Tue Ee 


Difdain all French bombatt, their threat’nings, and boaft, 
And e’er hold this maxim at heast, 
‘Tat commerce and plenty will ne‘er touch our coatt, 
f we with our freedom do part. 
With motives like thefe, be embolden'd always 
To defy their republican pack ; 
And cait off all difcord, and join in one caufe, 
‘To drive their perfidious hott back. 
Fair peace then her olive fhall sear o'er this ifle, 
And commerce bleft plenty will bring ; 
Each Briton fhall quaff off his bow! with a fmile, 
And jovial fing ** God fave the King!” 


G. HAZEL. 


ifaple, March 55 1798+ 





